TBarCode OCX in PowerBuilder DataWindow

You can insert a TBarCode OCX control into a DataWindow, but binding it to the data band layer is not possible. To get dynamic “data driven” barcodes you have to use the following workaround.
Workaround for simulating Data Binding

Instead of placing the TBarCode OCX control inside the DataWindow, you have to insert it into the dialog Window. Using this control you can create a bitmap file for each barcode, save it to disk and load it to a picture data field in the DataWindow. That has to be done for each data row/record set.
Getting the Barcodes inside your DataWindow

· Inside your DataWindow you have to create a column with a STRING data type. (Here we use the name bc_pic). This column will contain the path and the name for each barcode bitmap file for each record.

· Then insert a Column control for the created data field.
· In the “General” properties of the Column control check the DISPLAY AS PICTURE box as shown below. This will make the control show the picture and not the filename inside the control frame.
For example:  If the column contains the value “c:\picture.jpg”, the control will display the picture and not the text “c:\picture.jpg”.
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· Instead of using a Column control you may also insert a Computed Field control and use the BITMAP( ) function to convert the picture’s path to a graphic.
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Generating the Barcode Images (from the Dialog Window)
· The TBarCode OCX can be inserted by selecting "Insert" ( “Control” ( “OLE…” from the menu. Switch to the tab “Insert Control” and select “TBarCode6”. Press OK.
· Then open your source code. In the section where you prepare the data for output you have to do something like the following to save the barcode images:
//Image path and filename
ls_image = "C:\_APPS\FeeSystem\bc1.jpg"
//Saves the barcode as a JPEG
w_barcode_printing.ole_barcode.SaveImageEx (0, ls_image, 4, 100, 300, 80, 127, 127)
NOTE:  Currently PowerBuilder only supports Bitmaps, JPEGs, and GIFs.  You cannot use the EMF file type
· With the SetItem() function you can finally assign the name of the generated barcode bitmap file to the column used in the DataWindow (bc_pic).
Using this approach will allow you to simulate the data binding inside the DataWindows.
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